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^What is claimed is: 

^agparatus for a plasma display panel 
compris:i>ng a charge recovery circuit that re-uses a recovered 
electrical^ charge, said drive apparatus comprising: 

a tJrzqlatness detection means for detecting a brightness 
so as to obta\n screen brightness information; and 

a charge ^covery timing control means for controlling 
a charge recoveryTgeriod from a time at which a charge recovery 
operation of said oharge recovery circuit starts to a time 
of fixing to a sustaining potential or a ground potential, 
wherein said change recovery timing control means 
controls said charge recovery period of said charge recovery 
circuit in response to said \Brightness information obtained 
by said brightness detection\[ieans . 

2. A drive apparatus f\r a plasma display panel 
according to claim 1, wherein saidVbrightness detection means 
comprising; 

an image signal accumuiatorX f or accumulating an 
brightness of each pixel of said plasma aisplay panel for each 
frame or for each field of an image signal; and 

an accumulated value comparator \f or determining 
whether an accumulated value detected by said image signal 
accumulator is larger or smaller than a pre^ribed value. 

3, A drive apparatus for a plasma display panel 
according to claim 2, wherein said image signal a^umulator 
accumulates an brightness of all pixels in an es^ective 
di^pldy -trrud Of uala pluLi^ti.^ display panel. 

4» A plasma display panel drive apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein said image signal accumulator accumulates 
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only a brightness of pre-established pixels within an 
effective display area of said plasma display panel. 

A drive apparatus for a plasma display panel 
according to claim 2, wherein said charge recovery timing 
5 control means controls so that, when said accumulated value 
obtained W said image signal accumulator is lower than a 
prescribedX value said charge recovery period is made 
relatively fthort, and further so that, when said accumulated 
value obtained by said image signal accumulator is higher than 
10 said prescribed value said charge recovery period is made 
relatively loi^. 

6. A driVe apparatus for a plasma display panel 
according to cl^m 1, wherein said charge recovery timing 
control means con-Qurols to change said charge recovery period 

15 for only a sub-field that has a relatively large brightness 
weight, and to lea^^ said charge recovery period for a 
sub-field having a\ relatively small brightness weight 
unchanged. T 

7. A drive apparatus for a plasma display panel 
20 according to claim 1^ further comprising a pixel counting 

means for counting a rfmnber of pixels of a brightness 
exceeding a pre-establishdd reference brightness, wherein in 
a case in which a value counted by said pixel counting means 
is below a pre-established vklue, said charge recovery timing 
25 control means control so as\to make said charge recovery 
period relatively long. \ 

8. A drive apparatus fbr a plasma display panel 
according to claim 2, wherein sai^ image signal accumulator 
accumulates an brightness of each fjixel and then determines 
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the average brightness. 

A drive apparatus for a plasma display panel 
accordinVto claim 1, wherein said brightness detection means 
comprises a^power consumption detection means for measuring 
a power consumption of said plasma display panel. 

10. A me-pbod for driving a plasma display panel 
comprising a charg^ecovery circuit for re-using a recovered 
electrical charge, s\id method comprising: 

a first step of at^^umulating a brightness of each pixel 
of said plasma display pai\el for each frame or for each field 
of an image signal; 

a second step of compa^ng said value accumulated in 
said first step so as to determiiTfe whether said value is larger 
or smaller than a prescribed va^^e; 

a third step of changing a chasfge recovery period from 
a time at which a charge recovery operation of said charge 
recovery circuit starts to a time of fi\ing to a sustaining 
potential or a ground potential, in \esponse to said 
comparison results obtained in said secon\step. 



